
 

 

Welcome to 6th grade Language Arts with Ms. Miller! 
(978) 456-4152 ext. 234 

mmiller@psharvard.org 
 

 
 

Your first year at Bromfield will be filled with lots of new and exciting experiences and 

adventures; Language Arts will be an adventure into the experience of literature, writing, 

discussions, and most of all, thinking.   
 

Course Overview 
We will all participate in a variety of activities as we become critical readers, active learners, and  

clear and descriptive writers.  Below are activities and books we will likely encounter/ read. 

 Informative Essays, Narratives, Persuasive Pieces        - Bridge to Terabithia 

    Poetry Projects              - Case Closed?: Nine Mysteries 

 Research Projects (PRGMRP!)          Unlocked by Modern Science      

 Character Sketches             -The Westing Game 

 Reading Journals             - Holes 

 Freewriting              -The Giver 

   Reading and Grammar Games (PLUNK!  Verb-Adverb Charades!  Madlibs!) 
     

Preparation for Class 

 Come to class on time and prepared: always have required supplies with you.    

(Check the big whiteboard on the way in.)   

 PENCIL     COMPOSITION BOOK   

 iPad      HOMEWORK (if any is due that day)              

 L.A. BINDER     CLASSROOM TEXT (the book we’re currently reading)   

Keep up with assignments and have homework ready to turn in at the beginning of class.  
(Again: check the big whiteboard on your way in – it reminds you of the homework due that day.) 

HOMEWORK “POLICY” 

Generally, written homework assignments are given 2-3 times a week.  They are worth 5-10 points,  

and usually follow the book we’re reading.  Homework is ALWAYS posted on my teacher page 

through psharvard.org, and you’ll ALWAYS have time to record it in your iPad at the beginning of 

class.  ALWAYS!! 

If you forget your homework at home, or on the bus, or your pet ostrich ate it, or you forgot to do 

it, turn it in tomorrow, or As Soon As Possible: late homework is gladly accepted within the term, 

or unit of study.  It will be for partial credit (minus one point), which is a lot better than no credit! 

 

Late homework might be a zero, but only until you turn it in!  Then you get your partial credit. 



 

 

 

Homework – Illnesses & Absences, Technology… NOTE/EMAIL = EXTENSION! 

 * Homework is always due the next day unless you are told otherwise. *   

 If you miss class due to illness, try to turn in the work the day you return (check psharvard.org). 

 If you are too ill to complete the assignment, simply bring in a  

   note signed by a parent, or have a parent send me an email.   

* If you have a computer, printer, or internet problem, 

 just bring in a note explaining that. 

*The same is true for any of life’s complications – have a  

parent write a note or an email, bring in your work the next  

day (or as soon as possible), and it will not be late. 

 

* If you miss class due to vacation, the work you missed is due the day you return.   

  This is a school policy.     

        

GRADING 

Grading is done on a point scale; at the end of a grading period, the points you’ve earned 
(through quizzes, tests, homework, projects, etc.) will be divided by the total possible 
points.  Thankfully, a computer program, and not Ms. Miller, will do these calculations. 

 Quizzes are worth 100 points 

 Tests are worth 200 points   

 Homework Assignments, some In-Class Assignments, and Organization Checks are worth 

5 - 10 points** 

 Projects are given a letter grade comparable to 100 points  

** Homework scores will be entered and adjusted about once a week (probably on 

Thursdays), so you can immediately see if you’re missing any assignments, or if I made a 

mistake with your grades (it happens!). 
 

Miscellaneous  
- There are No Stupid Questions!  If you don’t understand something, you’re   

   probably not the only one -- be the brave one and ask for clarity.  

- Everyone makes mistakes (even teachers – believe ME!) - don’t be afraid to make  

   a mistake… it’s how we learn what not to do!  But we MUST support each other  

  through the mistakes.  It is not OK to laugh at people, especially if they made a    

   mistake (unless it’s my mistake – usually I like to laugh at my mistakes ). 

- I REALLY WANT each of you to participate… you have original, insightful, and  

   interesting ideas, and we can learn from each other.  But no one is required to  

   speak in class discussions. 

 

Oh my gosh, I’m SO Excited to spend the year with you! 



 

 

                                                                                      
 

Please complete the following questions to indicate that you and a parent have read and understand the 

policies and procedures, and upload it to your google classroom by Tuesday, September 8th.  Clever 

little monkeys will go back to the indicated sections to find answers they don’t immediately remember.   

 

Student name: ______________________________________________________ 
 

Preparation for Class: 

1. What seems to be the most important thing you should bring to class each day? 

(a) iPad (b) homework  (c) pencil (d) snack 

2. What can you do to check that you have all the necessary materials for class each day, including  

    the homework that is due?  

(a) try really hard to remember  (b) write it on your hand   

(c) check the enormous whiteboard (d) show up and hope for the best 

Homework: 

1. Written homework assignments are given about _________ times a week, and are worth  

    ________ points. 

2. If you turn in homework late, what happens? 

(a) you fail the assignment   (b) Ms. Miller eats it in front of you 

(c) you receive half credit   (d) you lose one point 

3. What should you do if you can’t turn in homework on time due to illness, a computer problem, or  

    because you had a personal situation? 

(a) turn it in late for partial credit  (b) have a parent write a note or email  (c) 

skip the assignment all together (d) feed the assignment to your pet ostrich 

Grading: 

1. Ms. Miller computes your grade point average.     TRUE            FALSE 

2. Quizzes are worth _________ points; tests are worth _________ points. 

 

Student signature: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian signature: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Just another reminder/invitation to always send in a note or email if you need an extra day for  

homework or an assignment.  I am HAPPY to give you the time (really, all your teachers are!), but  

we just need to touch base with a parent about it! 


